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INTRODUCTION xxxi 

feverish expansion of the industry. He found there 
were three separate profits to be made in the manu- 
facture : one upon the supply of the raw material, one 
upon the manufacturing, and one upon the dyeing and 
spinning. His capital and organising ability enabled 
him to combine all three. In half-a-dozen years he had 
turned his £20,000 to £60,000, and then, obeying the 
instinct of his race and following the signs of the times, 
he withdrew his capital to banking and became one of the 
leading figures in the London money market. 1 

Enough has been written — perhaps too much — by 
way of introduction to the new and valuable chapters 
which the researches of Mr. Daniels have added to the 
history of the Lancashire cotton industry — enough if 
I have succeeded in indicating the historical background 
of the industry and the world-wide character of the 
development — too much if I have anticipated here 
and there some of the more important conclusions that 
Mr. Daniels has drawn from his investigations. 

G. Unwin. 

1 Memoirs of Sir T. F. Buxton, ed. by his son, 288-289. 
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bold meetings once a month. The hands employed by 

' each manufacturer were regarded as a "shop." Each 

shop appointed a person to represent the whole shop, 

I and when the representatives met once a month they 

.formed the trade society. 1 Already the manufacturers 

suspected that the proceedings were to their detriment, 

and the weavers were aware that they were likely to 

meet with a great deal of censure and scornful sneers, 

but they consoled themselves with the thought that 

they were as the Nazarenes, and those who held them in 

contempt were as the Jews. 

The next evidence of the existence of the society appears 
in January, 1759, when the following notice was issued 
in The Manchester Mercury 2 : — " Whereas all combina- 
tions and meetings among Weavers or other handicraft 
workmen or servants to consult how to raise wages, or 
make other rules or orders among themselves that have 
a tendency to ruin and destroy the trade in which they 
are employed is contrary to the Laws of the Kingdom. 
And whereas there is at this time in and about this town 
an unlawful combination among the Worsted small- 
ware weavers, under the name of being members or 
being connected with or payers to a Box. This is to 
give notice that all persons who are in any ways con- 
cerned in those unlawful combinations, or are in any ways 
aiding or assisting thereto, will be prosecuted to the 
utmost rigour of the law ; and that no weavers will be 
taken to work that are in any ways concerned in those 
unlawful combinations." 

The next important act in the life of this association 
was performed at Lancaster Assizes in the following 
year, when a number of worsted smallware weavers 
answered to an indictment for a combination to raise 
wages. The prosecution was not proceeded with as the 
defendants handed in the following submission, which 

1 Smallware Weavers' Apology, p. 9. There is no reason to 
think the word " shop " referred to a workshop in the ordinary 
sense. Possibly the place where work was given out and taken 
in was called a shop. 

f 9th January. 
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was read in the open court, and afterwards signed by them. 
" We do hereby, each for himself, and as far as we can 
for the other weavers of the same Trade agree to work 
for the prices already agreed upon with our respective 
masters, or such other wages as the circumstances of the 
Trade make reasonable for the time being. We hereby 
promise and engage, each for himself that we will never 
enter into, or promote, or encourage any Combination 
whatsoever, for the raising wages, or any other unlawful 
purpose whatsoever. And we declare against, and will 
oppose, any agreement or Combination ... or that any 
money shall be applied ... to the support of any 
person, or persons, who shall refuse to work for reason- 
able, or the usual wages, being able and requested so to 
do, or in any wise whatsoever towards the forming or 
supporting any combination to raise wages or other 
unlawful purpose whatsoever. That the Box or con- 
tribution may be permitted till the debt already incurred 
be discharged and the defendants promise to produce 
the Box and show their accounts therein, to any of the 
Masters in any part of Manchester upon a reasonable 
notice for that purpose, and that when the Debt is dis- 
charged, the contribution shall cease and the Box be 
destroyed, and in the meantime, the Indentures shall 
be delivered to the Parties thereto if they desire it." l 

The combination of the worsted smallware weavers 
was not the only one in the Manchester district in the 
late fifties of the eighteenth century. As already 
mentioned, the check-weavers had also combined. 
So acute had the position become that at the Autumn 
Assizes held at Lancaster in 1758 Lord Mansfield " had 
been informed of great disturbances in Lancashire, 
occasioned by several thousands having left their work 
and entered into combinations for raising their wages, 
and appointed meetings at stated times, formed them- 
selves into a committee at such meetings, and established 
Boxes and fixed stewards in every Township for collecting 
money for supporting such weavers as should by their 

1 Manchester Mercury, 25th March 1760. 



ORGANISATION OF MANUFACTURE 67 



/ 



ANALYSIS OF CERTAIN TRADES IN MANCHESTER IN 1772 



a 
3 
4 



Atl the following 


tables have been 


com 


'piled from the first Manchester Directory 


t 


Fustian 


No. 

5 5 


Check 


No 
45 


Smallware 


No. 
37 


Silk and Linen 


No. 


Manufacturers 


Manufacturers* 


Manufacturers 


Silk and Linen 




Cutters . 


23 


Callenderers . 


7 


Weaver 


1 


Manufacturers 3 


7 


Callendcrers . 


14 


Check and 




Callenderers . 


3 


Silk Manufac- 


Dyers 1 . 


9 


Fustian Manu- 




Smallware and 




turers and Silk 




Dressers 


2 


facturers 


12 


Fustian Manu- 




Weavers 4 . 


10 


Shearers 


3 


. 




facturers 
Smallware and 


5 


Silk Mercers 
Silk Dyers . 
Thread Makers . 


4 
4 










Thread Manu- 




3 










facturer 


1 


Linen Drapers 5 . 


12 










Smallware 




Linen Dyers 6 


7 










Manufacturer 




Linen and Cotton 












and Hatter . 


1 


Printers . . j 3 










Smallware 




i 










Manufacturer 










106 






and Hosier . 


1 
49 






Total 


Total 


64 


Total 


Total 


So 



One described as dyer and printer. 

One described as manufacturer and printer. 

Two described as fustian silk and linen manufacturers. 

One described as silk and smallware manufacturer, two as silk throwsters, and 
one as throwster and dyer. 
s One described as linen merchant. 
6 Two described as linen and fustian dyers. 
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Woollen 


No. 
9 


Merchants 


No. 
14 


Miscellaneous 


No. 


Manufacturers 1 


Yarn Merchants 


Hatters 4 


15 


Drapers * 


8 


Cotton Mer- 




Reed Makeis 


9 


Dyers 


4 


chants 8 . 


5 


Loom Makers 


8 


Woolcombers . 


2 


Yarn and Cotton 




Comb Maker 


1 


Woollen and 




Merchants 


3 


Drum Maker 


1 


Fustian Manu- 




Yarn Merchants 




Callender Maker 


1 


facturers 


3 


and Check 




Pattern Book 








Manufacturers 


3 


Maker 


1 






Yarn Merchant 




Fringe Makers . 


2 






and Thread 




Kendal Stuff 








Manufacturer 


1 


Makers 
Velvet Dressers . 
Cloth Dressers 8 . 
Callenderers 
Twister 


2 

4 

4 

2 

1 




26 




26 


Dyers fl 


9 


Total 


1 

Total 


Total . | 

1 


60 



1 One described as frieze-maker, one as woollen manufacturer and 
paper-maker, and one as worsted weaver. 

* One described as woollen draper and cloth-worker, and one as 
woollen draper and check manufacturer. 

* One described as dealer in cotton weft. 

4 One described as hatter and hosier, and one as hat-lining cutter. 

6 One described as dresser and cutter, and one as presser. 

6 One described as twister and dyer, and one as dyer printer and 
manufacturer. 

In the fustian list there are 22 partnerships, in the check list 20, in 
the smallware list 11, in the silk and linen list 9, in the woollen list 2, 
and in the merchants' list 2. 
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COUNTRY TRADESMEN WITH WAREHOUSES IN 

MANCHESTER IN 1772 



Fustian Manufacturers 


Check Manufacturers 

1 


Miscellaneous 


Locality 


1 
No. 

21 


Locality 


No. 
4 


Locality 


Description 


No. 


Bolton . 


Gorton 


Ardwick 


Yarn Merch't 




Little Bolton 


3 


Prestwich . 


3 




Chapmen . 


2 


Cocky Moor 




Levens- 




Collyhurst 


Woollen 




(Nr. Bolton) 


3 


hulme 


2 




Manufacturers 


2 


Horwich 


1 


Rusholme . 


1 


Cheetham 


Yarn Merch't 




Little Lever. 


1 


Fallowfield 


1 




Chapmen . 


2 


Over Hulton 


2 


Moston 


2 


Burnage 


Yarn Merch't 


I 


Leigh . 


8 


N ew ton 




Crumpsall 


Linen and 




Bedford 




(Manches- 






Cotton Mer- 




(Leieh) . 
Chowbent . 


1 


ter) . 


1 




chant . 


I 


6 


Collyhurst . 


1 


Blackley 


Frieze Maker 


I 


Low ton 


4 


Cheetham . 


1 


Audenshaw 


Woollen 




Astley . 


2 


Pendleton . 


1 




Manufacturer 


I 


West Hough- 




Flixton 


1 


Patricroft 


Yarn Merch't 


I 


ton 


2 


Middleton . 


1 


Wigan 


Cotton Mer- 




Oldham 


5 


Audenshaw 


1 




chant . 


I 


Lees 


3 


Failsworth . 


3 








Clarkfield . 




Werneth 










Austerlands . 




Low. 


1 








Loeside 




Unidentified 


2 








Saddleworth 














Heywood 


3 












Bury . 
Audenshaw . 














Ashton 














Worsley 














Haigh 














(Wigan) 


1 












Unidentified 


3 

77 




26 





1 




Total 


Total 


1 
Total 


12 
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CROFTERS OR WHITSTERS IN THE MANCHESTER 

AREA IN 1772 l 



Locality 


1 

No. 
12 


Locality 


No. 


Newton (Manchester) . 


Brought forward 


47 


Droylsden . 




4 


Cheetham .... 


1 


Gorton 






4 


Kersal .... 


1 


Openshaw . 






2 


Prestwich .... 


4 


Audenshaw 






I 


Radcliffe .... 


2 


Levenshulme 






6 


Bolton .... 


2 


Kirkmanshulme 






2 


Little Bolton 


2 


Burnage 






2 


Harwood (Bolton) 


2 


Heaton Norris 






1 


Halliwell (Bolton) 


2 


Reddish . 






1 


Oldfield Lane (Salford) 


3 


Blackley . 






8 


Pendleton .... 


10 


Moston 






1 


Worsley .... 


2 


Harpurhey . 






2 






Failsworth .... 


1 

1 

! 47 

1 

1 






Carried forward 


Total 


78 



In this list there are three partnerships. 
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REGULAR CARRIERS FROM MANCHESTER IN 1772 



Destination 


No. 
6 


Days of Departure 


Destination 


No. 
I 


Days of Departure 


London . 


5, Wed. Sat. 


Lancaster 


Mon. Fri. 






I, Tu. 


Leeds . 


I Tu. Th. Sat. 


Birmingham . 


1 


Fri. 


Liverpool 


1 


Tu. Th. Sat. 


Bolton . 


2 


Tu. Th. Sat. 


Macclesfield . 


1 


Tu. Th. Sat. 


Bristol . 


1 


Wed. 


Newcastlc-on- 






Burnley . 


2 


Tu. Th. Sat. 


Tyne . 


1 


Th. 


Bury 


1 


Tu. Th. Sat. 


Northwich 


2 


Tu. Th. Sat. 


Cambridge 


1 


Th. 


Nottingham . 


2 


I, Th. 1, Sat. 


Chester . 


2 


1, Tu. Th. Sat. 


Pontefiract 


1 


Sat. 






i.Th. 


Preston . 


1 


Mon. Fri. 


Chorley . 


1 


Tu. Th. Sat. 


Rochdale 


2 


Tu. Th. Sat. 


Chowbent 


1 


Tu. Th. Sat. 


Salop . 
Sheffield 


1 


Sat. 


Colne . 


1 


Fri. 


2 


1, Th. 1, Fri. 


Derby . 


1 


Th. 


Stockport 


2 


Every day 


Doncaster 


1 


Sat. 


Wakefield . 


1 


Tu. Th. Sat. 


Halifax . 


2 


1, Tu. Th. Sat. 


Wigan . 


2 


Tu. Th. Sat. 






1, Mon. Th. 


York . 


1 


Sat. 


Huddersfield . 


1 


Mon. Th. Sat. 









One stage-coach ran to London, and one to Liverpool, each on three days 
of the week. 

On the Old Navigation between Manchester and Liverpool 21 vessels were 
engaged. On the New Navigation between Manchester and Warrington 
9 vessels were engaged, also a number of open vessels called Tuns, and 
between Warrington and Liverpool 1 1 vessels were engaged. A 40 Tun Boat 
sailed between Manchester ana Altrincham three days a week, and coal boats 
arrived in Manchester from Worsley every day. 
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industry organised on the lines of the factory system 
was inevitably born. It should be borne in mind that 
in the twelve years during which the privileges of the 
patents were enjoyed Arkwright and his partners did 

given in two sets of tables relating to certain firms in London and 
Macclesfield : 

State of Several Silk-Throwsters in London and 
Macclesfield in the Years 1761, 1762, 1763, 1764 

LONDON 



Men, women and children 
employed by 



Spragg, Hopkins, 

White . 
John Graham 
John Powell 
Triquett and Bunney 
Sam Nicolls 



and 



1701 


1702 


1768 


• • 


800 


700 


500 


350 


240 


• • 


400 


300 


300 


300 


200 


300 


300 


200 



1764 



300 
I20 
170 

130 
150 



MACCLESFIELD 



Men, women and children 
employed by 


1761 


1762 


1768 


1764 


Philip Clows 


720 


690 


540 


370 


Glover and Co. . 


400 


400 


300 


180 


Bradock and Hall 


360 


360 


260 


20 


Langford, Robinson and 










Co. . > • 


350 


350 


280 


180 


Bradburn and Gosling . 


271 


200 


no 


30 


Swain and Gosling 


229 


190 


123 


35 


W. Hall 


140 


I20 


90 


70 



As regards Macclesfield, it was stated that, in addition to the 
above, there were not less than twelve silk-mills of inferior note 
in the town which in 1 761 -1762 employed 1000 hands or there- 
abouts. The machines used were called " mills " and the 
numbers employed by each of the above Macclesfield concerns 
were given — e.g. Philip Clows had 20, 19, 16, and 10 pairs 
employed in the years 1761, 1762, 1763, and 1764 (J.H.C., 
xxx., pp. 208-219). Seei»/fa, p. 197. 
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case, it is certain that the development of the cotton 
industry during the past century and a half, particularly 
in the United Kingdom, cannot be fully understood apart 
from the service which has been rendered by the invention 
of Samuel Crompton. 
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meet a party some of which interest themselves much in 
my case. Whether opertunity would he had to bring 
it before the company he could not say but he would not 
neglect if opertunity offered. I am as ever Gent n 

Your Much oblidged 
Humble Servant, 
Saml. Crompton. 

PS. You will please shew this Mr. Lee, Mr. Ewart, 
and any other you may think proper. 



ADDITIONAL NOTES 197 

Page 93, continuation of note. — 23 Geo. III., c. 21, gave bounties 
on the export of British printed cottons ranging from Jd. to 
1 Jd. per yard and allowed drawback of the excise duty. 

Page 99, continuation of note. — Defoe {Tour through Great 
Britain (1769 edition), iii., pp. 73-74, 104) has references to 
silk mills at Derby, Stockport and Sheffield. 

Page 142, note 3. — It is not likely that the table (ante, p. 69) 
includes all in the country districts who called themselves fustian 
manufacturers. In the Directory those given in the table were 
described as having a warehouse in Manchester. 

Page 161, continuation of note. — It is stated that in 1842 
Crompton's children received £200 from the Royal Bounty Fund 
in consideration of their father's invention (Bolton: Its Trade 
and Commerce (1919), p. 80). 
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